BFR Adult Softball League Rules

1. League Fees

· $250.00 per team includes a minimum of 5 games and a single elimination tournament. 

· Fees are due no later than Tuesday, July 6th, 2009.

2. Regular-Season Team Rosters

· Team Contact must submit regular-season team roster to BFR by June 9th, 2009.

· Roster limit: 20 players (MAX)-  The team’s coach is automatically designated as a substitute player, requiring they sign the waiver form prior to participating.

· Each player must sign the roster/liability waiver personally.

· Age restrictions: each player must be 18 years of age by July 1st, 2009.

· Team Contact is responsible for keeping a copy of the signed, team roster in her/his possession on game day, to be used to determine player eligibility during a game. 

· No player may join a team if she/he has already played on another team in the league. A player may not switch teams.  There are no player fill-ins for teams who fail to have enough players to participate. 

· Opportunity to add and/or delete to/from the regular-season team roster may be approved by the Sport Coordinator  prior to the tournament.  The Sport Coordinator must be notified of any changes and given a copy of the new participants’ signature on a waiver to be approved – no changes may be made to rosters after the tournament has begun. 

3. Softballs
· Game balls will be furnished by BFR.

· 12” ASA Certified Softballs will be used during games.

4. Shoes

· Metal Spikes are PROHIBITED.

· Soft or hard rubber cleats are permitted.

5. Rescheduling and protests

· A formal request for rescheduling a game must be filed in writing to BFR within 48 hours of the game in question.

· A $20 fee will be assessed if rescheduling is required within 24 hours of a game

· There will be no game protests, all decisions will be made final by the umpire or sport coordinator.

6. Field Conditions

· For field conditions, team contacts and players may call BFR at 419-358-4150.

7. Game Start Times

· Games will begin either at 6 p.m., or 7:15 p.m. Please encourage your team to show up at least 15 minutes early.  Our games are “time sensitive”, please refrain from deliberate time wasting.

· No inning will begin after the next game is scheduled to start.

8. Tie Games

· Games may end in a tie during regular-season play.

9. Player Ejection

· Upon Umpire recommendation, the ejected player could be suspended from BFR events and facilities for at least one year.

· Striking an umpire will result in immediate player suspension from all BFR events and facilities for life. 

10. Game Scores Reporting

· Game Reports will be signed by the umpire and captains from each team after each game.

· Score Keeping will be held by BFR Staff (overall), and the home team (secondary).  Please provide a responsible and knowledgeable scorekeeper.  In the case of BFR staff absence for scorekeeping, the Home team is (overall) scorekeeper, and the visiting team is “secondary” scorekeeper.

11. Weather Related Postponements

· All games postponed due to the weather, safety-related conditions, darkness or field conditions will be rescheduled the following open game time, or at the end of the season.

12. Doctor’s Approval

· If a player is knocked unconscious during a game, a doctor’s “Okay to play” certificate must be obtained by the player and submitted to BFR before that player will be allowed to play any subsequent games.

13. No Alcohol Rule

· No alcohol, at any time, will be permitted on the playing field, on the base paths, in the dugout area, or in the coach’s boxes. Do not make this a problem. Team Contacts are responsible for your players and your fans. Keep your players and fans under control. 

14. Ground Rules

· We will follow the A.S.A. rules with the modifications noted in these rules.

· The offensive team must send someone off their bench to retrieve the home runs that are hit. The games are started with two balls and will not continue until they are retrieved. On an over-throw by a fielder, the runner will be able to advance to the next base which will be determined by the position of the runner at the time of the throw. 

· Each team is required to play 4 (four) female players in the field. A team must have at least 3 females for the game to start.  Until the 4th female is playing, the team must play a defensive fielder down, and will be penalized an out at the end of the batting order. 

· A team must have a minimum of 9 (nine) eligible players present to start a game, the game will be a forfeit if there are not nine. Teams cannot pick up spectators to start a game. 

· The Hoffman Rule will be in effect – Teams will have an unlimited batting line-up. The batting order may not be changed during the entire game (with exception of an injured player). Only ten players can play defense. Late players must be added to the end of the batting order (provided there is no change in the batting order). Managers must bat everyone.

· Foul balls that are caught are considered an out.  However, the plane of the foul ball fences will extend and be called by the umpire, so even if the fielder catches the foul ball but she/he is past the fence plane it is only a foul ball.  

· No “take the base” rules will apply for players of either sex. (if a player is walked the following batter will not be given the choice between taking first base or batting).

· Games at the Village Park will contain the following home run rule:  A ball (in play) hit into the weeds by the outfield fence must be signaled by the outfielder by raising their hands.  This will result in a ground rule double.  Balls hit clearly over the property fence (most likely in left field) are considered a home run.  The umpire makes the final decision of ground rule doubles and home runs based on their best judgement. A limit of 3 over the fence home runs is given to each team per game.  After the limit, each home run will be considered an out.

· Mercy Rule: As per ASA rules, a game is completed if a team leads by 10 or more runs after 5 innings, 15 runs after 4 innings, or 20 runs after 3 innings.
15. Counts

· All batters will begin with 1 strike and 1 ball count and a courtesy foul ball is allowed per batter (3 foul balls = out, 2 missing swings = out)

16. Umpires

· Respect the Umpires. Without Umpires, there will be no games. Without Umpires we would have no league. Respect them!

17. Questions or Comments

· If you have any questions or comments regarding BFR Adult Softball League, please call Rick Nussbaum at 419-358-4150.

